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comment had been aroused, and still further excited when,
at a later date, another lady, Esther Vanhomrigh, evidently
also well known to the Dean of St. Patrick's, took up her
residence in Ireland. In Gulliveriana, 1728, a volume for
which Dean Smedley was largely responsible, there are
some scurrilous references to Stella and Vanessa and their
relations with Swift. Some Memoirs of the Amours and

Intrigues of a Certain Irish Dean^ a pamphlet which appeared
about a year after Stella's death, contained reflections
which could not be mistaken. But within the circle of his
acquaintance, and amongst those with whom in Ireland
he was brought into contact officially, Swift gained accep-
tance of his unexplained relations with Stella and the
discreet arrangements which governed their long and
intimate friendship. In many instances, as Sheridan ob-
serves, he 'did not think himself bound to conform to the
usual customs of the world'.1 He had always been able to
assume detachment, recognition, and respect, above the
station to which he had been born, as the Journal un-
mistakably shows; and it is noteworthy that the powerful
enemies he encountered in Dublin, as the years passed,
refrained, so far as our evidence goes, from thrusting at
what might be suspected for a weak joint in his armour,
Stella, there is every reason to believe, save for unfulfilled
desires which she probably succeeded in laying aside, was
happy in their friendship during the broken period from
1701 to 1714 when Swift passed between Ireland and
England, and later during the fourteen years which re-
mained to her when he resided as Dean of St. Patrick's.

Deane Swift2 would lead us to suppose that during her
earlier years in Ireland Stella lived a retired life with Mrs.
Dingley, almost 'wholly in the circle of books and men',
seeing very little of general company; and only after Swift
had established himself in the Deanery of St. Patrick's
did her 'politeness and wit' win her the admiration of 'all
those among the Doctor's acquaintance who had any

1 Life, 1784, .p. 324.                             2 Essay, 1755, pp.
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